presented in the book that skepticism replaces the early acceptance. What began as pleasurable reading soon becomes laborious as one's mind repeatedly is forced past gross errors of fact. The sheer weight of these inaccuracies brings the realization that the author does not possess the background of information to present his argument successfully. What initially were accepted as eccentricities or space saving omissions soon assume greater proportions and now are accepted as errors. This reviewer began listing the errors as they were encountered but became discouraged after filling a page of notes while less than half way through the book. At first it might seem the errors are due to relying on old reference texts, for the author has ignored many of the classics as well as some outstanding recent works (e.g. Natural History of Rabies, also published by Academic Press). The problem is more deep-seated however, for even references to specific cases such as the first rabid bat reported in the United States have gross inaccuracies. The book also contains a number of contradictions; for example it is stated that Rocky Mountain spotted fever is more sporadic east of the Rockies, yet 93 pages later he points out that in the most recent year, 95% of the cases occurred in 5 states with Ohio the farthest west. The author has performed a disservice to his hypothesis, himself, and his readers through the many inaccuracies in the book. Although there is much food for thought, this book certainly is not for the naive or uninformed, in whose hands it could create many problems. Conversely, workers more familiar with the field will find it decidely unpalatable because of the many inconsistencies with accepted fact. What started as an excellent idea ends as a dismal failure. Sadly, the book cannot be recommended for purchase.
Paul US $15.00. This book is ostensibly directed at laymen, those who would breed dogs and obtain desirable animals or avoid ones with undesirable traits. But it is not addressed exclusively to them. The author has an eye cocked also at their veterinary advisers, and his book bears the stamp of his long association with veterinarians at Cornell University. Thus, it can serve as a valuable guide, soundly oriented in the realities of everyday practice, to those veterinarians-pathologists and others-who have not received formal instruction in genetics.
The interest of the book for our readers is mainly as a single comprehensive source of reference to the important genetic defects of the dog. Whether or not you breed dogs, so many other people do (often ineptly) that inherited defects are cropping up with increasing frequency. The author has compiled them assiduously in a readily accessible form. The list runs the gamut, from clotting defects, blindness and deafness to luxated hips, and all of it reflects the latest knowledge. Moreover, he is highly critical, pointing out that much that is reported as hereditary is unsupported by scientific evidence.
The opening chapters dwell briefly on the general principles of inheritance. These are illustrated by examples of inhented defects in the subsequent chapters, which deal with various body systems. Genetic influence on behavior and inherited resistance to disease are also discussed. Professor Hutt is known to a generation of veterinary students for his gift of teaching genetics in a fascinating manner-a gift that will now be apparent to a wider audience.
"Genetics for Dog Breeders" is well organized, thoroughly documented, succinctly and lucidly written, and tinged here and there by a delightful sense of humor. The section entitled "A Kind Word for Mongrels" is but one of numerous examples of this. The photographs are clear and the typography, in the tables, text and diagrams, exemplary. The pictorial binding is imaginative and beautiful.
Whether as a source of ready reference, or as a thoroughly enjoyable reading experience, this is a book from which we can profit. It will enlarge our genetic horizons. It is a pleasure to recommend it.
L. Z. Saunders
